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With so many living situations, figuring out who is considered a parent or which parent’s
information to use on the FAFSA can be confusing. Here are several living situations and how
you would file the FAFSA for each.

1.

Parents are legally married and living together
Answer the questions about both parents.

2 . Parents are living together, but are not married
Answer the questions about both.

3.

Parents are divorced or separated and DON’T
live together
Answer the questions about the parent whom you
lived with more during the past twelve months. If you
split time equally between both parents, answer the
questions about the parent who provided the most
financial support during the last twelve months (or
during the most recent year that you received
support from a parent).

4.

If your parents are separated but live
together
Indicate their marital status as married or
remarried and answer the questions about both.

5.

If you have a stepparent who is
married to the legal parent whose
information you are reporting

Fun Fact

You must provide the information for both
your legal parent and your stepparent.

11% of college costs are covered by
student income and savings.
Source: https://www.salliemae.com/research/howamerica-pays-for-college/
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6.

If your stepparent was married to
your parent but your parent
passed away
That stepparent does not count as a
parent unless he or she has legally
adopted you.

7.

8.

The following people are not
considered your parents when
filing the FAFSA unless they have
legally adopted you

If your parent are in a same-sex
marriage

•
•
•
•
•

Grandparents
Foster parents
Legal guardians
Older siblings
Aunts or uncles

If your same-sex parents were legally
married in a state or jurisdiction that
recognizes the marriage, you must
report information for both. It does
not matter where they currently live or
where you are going to school.

Did you know:
Twenty-six percent of children today are living with one parent only,
while fifteen percent are living with parents who are remarried, and
seven percent are living with cohabiting parents.

Source: http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2015/12/17/1-the-american-family-today/

